ORDINAN CE NO. 10-353

‘AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LOS ALTOS AMENDING TITLE
11 OF THE LOS ALTOS MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 11.04
ENTITLED “SIGNS”
WHEREAS by adopnng th1s Ordmance the City Councﬂ mtends to balance the right of
free speech by : sxgn dtsplay 'agmr:x‘st the cpmmum_ty interests in limiting the impacts of excesstve

and/or inappropriate sIgns; and .0 e I S

_ WHEREAS the Cxty Councﬂ further mtends by thxs Otdmance to regu.late signs in a
manner Wthh s consxstent with. the Consututxons a.nd laws of the State of Cahforma and the United
States; and

WHEREAS, the Ordinance amendmients set forth below Have been réviewed and
considered by the. C1ty Council in accordance with the provxsnons of the.Californid Environmental
Quality Act of 1970 as amended (“CEQA”) and the guldelmes promulgated thereunder and,
further, the Councd finds that it can be'seen with certainty. that there is no possibility that said- -
amendments may have a significant effect on the environment and said amendments iafe‘therefi)'te
exempt from the requirements of the' CEQA puirsuant to the pfo'yie'io‘n‘;s of tSjeetinn' 1‘5061 (b)(3) of .
Division 6 of Txtle 14 of the Cahforma Code of Regulatzons

The City Counc:l of the Cxty of Los Altos does hereby ordam as follows:

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the Los Altos Municipal Code
(“LAMC”).entitled “SIGNS” Section 11.04.010 entitled “Signs relating to elections” and- Secuon
11.04.310 entitled “Elechon s1gns” are hereby repealed in their entirety. :

SECT ION 2. AMENDMENT OF CODE Chapter 11 04 of the LAMC ent1tled “SIGNS” is
hereby a.mended to add anew Sectlon 11.04. 010 enutled “Message substltutton” to read as follows:

11.04.010 Message substxtutlon o

A. ' Subject to the property owner’s consent, a constitutionally protected non-commercial
message of any type may be substituted, in whole or in part, for the message displayed on any sign
for which the sign structure or mountmg device is lega.l without consideration of message content.
Such subsutuuon of message may be made without any addmonal approval, permitting, registration
or notice to the City. The purpose of this provision is to prevent any inadvertent favoring of
commercial speech over non-commercial speech, or favoring of any particular non-commercial
message over any other non-commercial message. Message substitution: does not apply to messages
which are outside the protection of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution or the corollary
protections of the California Constitution.
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B.  In addition, whenever a given parcel or land use has not used all of its permittabR=51gn
area, then the unused portion may be utilized for signs displaying non-commercial messages; in such
a case, a permit is required only if the new or additional s1gn quahﬁes as a structure which is subject
to a building permit under the Building Code. : : :

C.  This message substitution provision does not: (1) create a right to increase the’
cumulative display area of all signs subject to permit on a given parcel, lot or land-use; (2) affect the
requirement that a sign structure or mounting device be properly permitted when such change 1s
subject to a building permit; (3) allow a change in the physical structure of a sign or its mounting
device; or (4) authorize the substitution of an off-site commercial message in place of an on-site
commercial message or in place of a non-commercial message.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the LAMC entitled “SIGNS” is
hereby amended to add a new Section 11.04.011 entitled “Noncommercial messages on temporaty
signs - Residential” to read as follows:

11.04.011 Noncommercial messages on temporary signs - Residential.

A... Inaddition to the noncommercial messages allowable under the message substitution
policy, noncommercial messages which are within the protection of the First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution and/or the liberty of speech provisions of the California Constitution, may be -
displayed on temporary signs on private residential property at all timés and on all land parcels,
subject to the followmg'

1..  Maximum area - Residential. On residential properues, the maximum display area of all
signs is twelve (12) square feet total.

2. Measurement of area. In the case of a free—standmg 51gn, display area 1s measured by
counting one side of the sign. o ‘ :

3. - Such signs shall not be mounted to exceed six: (6) feet from the finished grade to the
highest point of the sign structure. Finished grade is the general finished ground surface where the
sign is erected and takes into account mounding or other alterations to the surface made in regard to
the sign. For multi-family residential properties, a ptoperty owner or remdent Who has no first floor
hvmg area; may use:a glazed surface area (wmdows) : RGP .

4. Except for s1gns pertaining to multl-fmmly residential propemes, such signs may be '
freestanding or mounted on walls, doors, or fences, but shall not be attached to trees.

5. Such signs shall not be specially illuminated; this rule does not prohibit ambient lighting,

6. Such signs shall not be placed on City.property, including City streets, roads, and
sidewalks and parking areas; but may be placed in the front yar'd areas in the public right-of-way
adjacent to private property, with the pnvate property owsier’s penmssxon and that do not present a
safety or visual hazard

7. Such signs shall be hrmted to front yards, w1th the cxceptton of comer lots where side
yards may be utilized. o

8. This section 11.04.011 does not override terms of private contracts, such as leases and
rental agreéments, or private covenants, conditions or restrictions.
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.9 ,Thrs secuon 11 04 011 does not authonze temporary srgns drsplaymg commercxal L |
messages, although other provisions of this Chapter may do so. :

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the LAMCrentitled “SIGNS”  «
Section 11 .04, 030 “Definitions” is hereby amended to repeal the deﬁmuon of “Election S1gn” and to
add the, followmgnew deﬁmttons to read as follows e E U F T S TP

) "Brllboard" means any permanent structure s1gn in a ﬁxed locauon Wthh rneets any one or..
more of these criteria: 1) it 1s used for general advernsmg for. hn:e, 2) it is used for the display of
commercial messages which pertain to products or services now offered or expected to be offered
in the near future, at the same location or on the same premises; 3) it is not an auxiliary or

appurtenant use serving another principal use on the same land, but rather is 2 separate principal use
of the land. :

.. . "Digtal Sign" means a sign which displays visible images: to:the public by means of panels of
hght enuttmg diodes, hquxd crystal or plasma d15plays or funcnonally equivalent technology, and the
panels are capable of dlsplaymg still images, a series of still images in "slide show" fashion, or images
which appear animated or.in motion. Such signs are; typically programmable and changeable by,
remote contro} or automated control devrces such as computers. .; ;- - .. :

“Temporaty sign" means a sign which, by virtue of its physrcal'na‘tnre': is'nOt snitable for long-
term display. Such signs are typically made of hghtwexght or ﬂrmsy matenals and are installed by
hand or by using ordinary hand tools. =~ -

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the LAMC entttled “SIGNS” is
hereby amended to add a new Section 11.04.012 entitled “Billboard prohibition” to read as follows:

11.04.012 Billboard prohibition.

** Billboards, as- defined in this. Chapter, are prohibited. No new billboard(s) may be erected,
installed, maintained or mounted within the city limits of Los Altos. This prohibition does not affect
any existing, legal billboards, or prevent relocation agreements, as authorized by Business and
Professions Code section 5412, so long as such agreements are not contrary to other applicable law.
This prohibition does not apply to permanent signs not exceeding four(4)-square féet in display ared
per side and which provide only directional information. No permit shall be issued for any sign
which violates this "no new billboards" provision, and the City will take immediate action against -
any billboard constructed, installed or maintained in violation of this policy. Violation of this
prohibition is declared to be a public nuisance which may be abated by any method authorized by
law.

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT OF CODE: Chapter 11.04 of the LAMC entitled “SIGNS” is
hereby amended to add anew Section 11.04.013 enntled “Digital sign prohibition” to read as
follows:

11.04.013 Digital sign prohibition.

Digital signs, as defined in this Chapter, are prohibited. This prohibition applies to both "slide
show" and "full motion" digital displays. This prohibition further applies to both temporary and
permanent signs, and to commercial and noncommercial messages on signs. However, as to any
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signs which currently exist in the City, and were installed in conformance with existing law, mcludmg
all necessary petmits and approvals, th1s prov1s1on does not reqmre removal of the dlgital poruon(s)

of such signs.

SECTION 7. CONSTITUTIONALITY / SEVERANCE If any section; subsecuon sentence; .
clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any feason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such

decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City Council

of the City of Los Altos hereby declares that it would have passed and adopted this Ordinance, and

each section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrise hereof, ittespective of the fact that any one or

more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases may be declated mvahd or

unconstttuttonal B ' St ; o
SECTION 8 PUBLICATION Thxs Otdmance shall be pubhshed as prowded in Govemment
Code section 36933. '

SECTION 9. ‘EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordmahce ‘shall be effective upon the commencement
of the thtrty-ﬁrst day followmg the date the adopted Ordmance is attested by the C1ty Cletk.

The foregoing Grdinance was ‘duly and regula.tly introduced at a meetmg of the City Council of the
City of Los Altos on June 22, 2010 and was thereafter, at a regulat meetmg held on July 27, 2010
passed and adopted by the following vote: - N , .

AYES. - SA’ITERLEE CARPENTER BECKER PACKARD

NOES: NONE
ABSTAIN:- - NONE. ... Lt R R G VA T A

ABSENT: - CASAS .. .. . .. = .: . %

B SEAVIVID AP RS INY AR o R

Date:
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